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PROJECT FOCUS
Track drainage survey

Client:
Bam Nuttall, for Network Rail

sales@lanesgroup.co.uk

Project challenge
Bam Nuttall commissioned Lanes Group’s Rail Division to survey 
nearly 2km of track drainage on the Brighton Main Line in 10 hours, in 
support of work to improve drainage in a nearby tunnel. The project 
required careful planning and perfect implementation to ensure it 
could be completed in the time window available.

Client benefits
• Lanes Group mobilised four CCTV drainage teams, all highly    
 experienced and fully qualified for working on railway lines

• Experienced rail maintenance project managers and supervisors   
 ensured the work was completed successfully, to a high standard.

Client’s view
“Lanes Group did a good job. Their detailed report will allow us to 
assess the condition of the wider track drainage system, and its ability 
to handle changes in flow rates expected as a result of the tunnel 
improvement work. The drainage survey will also be used by Network 
Rail to plan ongoing track maintenance.”

Allan Roberts – Site Agent, Bam Nuttall 

Call 24/7 0800 526 488
www.lanesfordrains.co.uk
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Sector:
Rail 

Location:
Haywards Heath, West Sussex

Lanes Group is a national wastewater and 
drainage solutions provider. We sit proudly at 
the heart of the UK drainage industry, and are 
serious about delivering excellence in service, 
safety and innovation.

We have a national network of 23 depots and 
strategic utility hubs, providing high quality 
utility, drainage, and maintenance services 
for commercial, public sector and domestic 
customers. Our specialist market sectors 
include water utilities, construction, energy, 
rail, highways and commercial maintenance.



The project

Lanes Group put together a team of 16 drainage 
engineers to carry out the CCTV drainage surveys 
on the Brighton Main Line north of Haywards Heath 
Station.

Bam Nuttall was replacing defective track drainage in 
the Haywards Heath Tunnel, and needed to assess the 
impact of the work on track drainage downstream of 
the location.

The clay drainage pipes being surveyed were 200mm 
and 450mm in diameter, and located in the cess 
either side of the track, along a 1km section of  
the line.

Four mainline CCTV camera teams were deployed to 
carry out the survey.

Two teams worked their way down the track, and the 
other two worked up it, so they met in the middle. It 
was the quickest and most effective way to cover that 
amount of track drainage in the allotted time.

The drainage lines had been cleaned over the 
Christmas period and were still largely clear, so 
survey video footage and data could be collected for a 
substantial proportion of the system.

Lanes Group Rail Division, based in Rainham, Essex, 
has many years’ experience providing drainage and 
maintenance services for London Underground.

It is now carrying out an increasing volume of 
specialist drainage work for tier one contractors on 
Network Rail assets.
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Track drainage survey
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Front cover – 16 Lanes Rail Division drainage engineers were 
mobilised for the project, including four CCTV drainage survey 
teams. This page – 1. The teams worked from either end of 
the 1km section of track, to meet in the middle, 2. A robotic 
mainline HD-quality CCTV camera ready to be sent along the 
track drainage line.
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